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Neglected Diseases or 
Neglected People?

The Faces of Neglected Diseases:

MedecinsSans Frontieres/

Doctors without Borders experience 

In  South Sudan  
Dr PrinithaPillay
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SOUTH SUDAN
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Decades of Conflict
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Returnees from the North
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ALARMING 75%
DONTEVEN HAVE ACCESS TO

PRIMARY HEALTH CARE
SOURCE: MSF 2010
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Over ONE BILLION people 

are infected with one or more of the 
17 NTDs diseases  as defined by the 

WHO

Source: First WHO report on neglected tropical diseases: working to overcome the global impact of neglected tropical diseases, 2010



Countries Burdened with 
Neglected Tropical Diseases

WHO, 2010
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Source: Chirac P, Torreele E. Lancet. 2006 May 12; 1560-1561.

A Fatal Imbalance

Tropical diseases:
18 new drugs
(incl. 8 for malaria)

Tuberculosis: 3 
new drugs

1.3% 
21 new drugs 

for neglected 

diseases98.7% 
1,535 new drugs

for other diseases

(1975-2004)

Tropical diseases (including malaria) and 
tuberculosis account for:

Å12% of the global disease burden

ÅOnly 1.3% of new drugs developed



World pharmaceutical market
$837 bn in 2009*

Neglected Diseases

Most Neglected 
Diseases

Global Diseases

Neglected Diseases: 
Primarily affect developing countries 

ÁÎÄ ÌÉÅ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÇÌÏÂÁÌ ÐÈÁÒÍÁÃÅÕÔÉÃÁÌ ȰÍÁÒËÅÔȱ

*Source: IMS Health, 20.04.2010
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Sleeping Sickness
Åaround 60 million people are at risk
Åis fatal without treatment. 

Up to 2009, existing treatments for stage 2:  TOXIC or 
difficult to administer. 

In  2009 the first new treatment for HAT in 25 years:

ÅNECT ( Nifurtimox - Eflornithine) for advanced stage 
ÅOne and ONLY promising drug entering into clinical 

development this year is Fexinidazole

ïPotential to be ORAL, effective for BOTH STAGE 1 
and 2, and distributes to the brain, Clinical trials in 
Sept 2009 Source: DnDi

Å

Å

http://www.dndi.org/diseases/paediatric-hiv.html
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Kala Azar
ÅLeishmaniasisoccurs in 98 

countries with 350 million people 
living at risk worldwide. 

ÅFatal if untreated
ÅEpidemic- 8x more cases last year
ÅEFFECT OF CONFLICT ɀ
ïAcacia trees
ïSS: 3400 since 2009
ïCongo- 1570 patients-
ïdiscontinued due to insecurity,
ï risk of integrating into non 

existent health care system
ïhow to best reach these trapped.

ÅGEOGRAPHICAL DIFFERENCES
ïIndia vsEast Africa
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We need 
Safe, Effective, short 

course, 
Easy to use Drugs

Existing treatments are 
Ådifficult to administer, 
ÅÔÏØÉÃ ǪÁÒÃÈÁÉÃ  ɉΧίΩΦȭÓɊ 
Åcostly. 
Ådrug resistance is also an 
increasing problem. 

New:
ÅStrong Pipeline
ÅNeed for combination in Africa 
ÅHigher doses of PM in Sudan
ÅBetter drug Ambisome

COSTLY and 
patents restrict access ©Cedric Gerbehaye; 
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OUCH!
©MSF 



©Kate Geraghty; 



©Olga Overbeek; 



What is not receiving the 
attention it should?



Brucellosis  
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